
ICWA
G R E A T  D E C I S I O N S  P R O G R A M  D E T A I L S

Great Decisions is a
nation-wide program.
When you participate in
the GD series, you be-
come part of the national
dialogue on current
matters of global import-
ance. The Foreign Policy
Association selects
topics, selects experts
and publishes the "Great
Decisions Briefing
Book."  It includes
chapters on eight topics,
each written by an expert
in the field.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

GD

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.fpa.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/


ABOUT GDABOUT GD

Speaker: John McDonald

Speaker: Dr. Michael Snodgrass. 

Speaker: Dr. Pierre Atlas

Speaker: Perfecto Caparas

Speakers: Isabella Fallahi and Jake Hawes 

Speaker: Laura Donatelli Bow

Speaker: Sushil Sharma

Speaker: Wendy Alexandra Vogt

The ICWA GD series is administered with the combined cooperation of the Foreign Policy Association
and the World Affairs Councils of America. Since being launched in 1954, GD has become the largest
nonpartisan public education program on international affairs in the world. 

Purchase your own copy of the GD Briefing Book from ICWA so you can read ahead and more
closely follow the key themes covered by each presenter.

The Foreign Policy Association selects topics, selects experts and publishes the "Great Decisions
Briefing Book."  It includes chapters on eight topics, each written by an expert in the field.

* order your Briefing Book with your tickets

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/


Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

Speaker: Dr. Michael Snodgrass

PROGRAM DATE :  FEBRUARY 4 ,  2020

Dr. Michael Snodgrass is a specialist in
Latin American history and serves as
Director of IUPUI's Global and International
Studies Program in the School of Liberal
Arts.
 
His research interests include US-Latin
American relations and the history of
Mexican emigration to the United States.

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://liberalarts.iupui.edu/about/directory/snodgrass-michael-d.html
https://liberalarts.iupui.edu/about/directory/snodgrass-michael-d.html
https://liberalarts.iupui.edu/about/directory/snodgrass-michael-d.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Dr. Pierre Atlas

PROGRAM DATE :  FEBRUARY 11 ,  2020

Dr. Pierre Atlas is a professor of political science
at Marian University in Indianapolis and directs
The Richard G. Lugar Franciscan Center for
Global Studies (which includes the minor in Global
Studies, the Lugar Fellow scholarship program
and the annual Global Studies Speaker Series). 
 
Dr. Atlas teaches courses in American Foreign
Policy, American Politics, Middle East Politics,
Civil Wars and Ethnic Conflicts and International
Political Economy among others. He is also a US
Army veteran, writes a monthly opinion column for
the Indianapolis Star, and is a former board
member of the ICWA.

Source: "Egyptian Dust Plume, Red Sea". earthobservatory.nasa.gov. 8 July 2013.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.linkedin.com/in/pierre-atlas-1868273/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.marian.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/degrees-and-majors/department-of-history-and-social-sciences/faculty/pierre-atlas
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Perfecto Caparas

PROGRAM DATE :  FEBRUARY 25 ,  2020

Perfecto Caparas is the associate Director of Graduate
Programs for the Indiana University McKinney School of
Law.  Caparas was the Program Manager for the law
schools International Affairs and Human Rights Law.  A
native of the Phillipines, Caparas received Honors in
Human Rights for his published research on the rights of
children in armed conflict.  His dissertation, in anticipation of
his PhD in 2020, is focused on activism related to
environmental human rights protection.  As an Asia Human
Rights Fellow, Caparas was awarded the Anna Wu Prize for
Human Rights for academic excellence.  Caparas has also
received recognition for investigative journalism.  Caparas
has numerous publications and has lectured widely on
matters related to human rights, civil and political rights. 

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/perfecto-caparas-416765a/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Sushil Sharma

PROGRAM DATE :  MARCH 3 ,  2020

Dr. Sushil Sharma is currently an associate dean
and a professor of computer information systems
(CIS) in the Miller College of Business at Ball State
University. Dr. Sharma has the unique distinction of
earning two doctoral degrees. He has over 20 years
of administrative leadership experience and more
than 25 years of experience in higher education.
 
He grew up in Himachal Pradesh, India which is an
adjacent state of Jammu and Kashmir, India. As well
as personal experience in the region he has
maintained a strong interest in reading about the
history and historical events of the region.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/mcob/about-us/faculty-staff/deans-office/sharmasushil
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Laura Donatelli Bow

PROGRAM DATE :  MARCH 10 ,  2020

Laura Donatelli Bow is a graduate of Indiana University’s
School of Global & International Studies. Mrs. Donatelli Bow
concluded her thesis on the aid provision to refugees & asylum
seekers fleeing war-torn Syria from 2014-2015. She dedicated
her academic career on the study of human rights & their
violations, provision of services to not only refugees but victim
& minority groups as well as foreign languages. She worked
with refugees both in the US & abroad as a volunteer &
interpreter which helped her broaden her experiences. Prior to
joining the Indiana Trafficking Victims Assistance Program,
she worked for the Tippecanoe County Prosecutor’s Office as
a translator in criminal cases, aiding in interpretation &
translation for victims & families. Ms. Donatelli Bow is
passionate about human trafficking & its intricacies,
empowering youth & research & serves as IPATH’s Labour
Trafficking Committee Co-Chair.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/perfecto-caparas-416765a/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Isabella Fallahi and Jake Hawes

PROGRAM DATE :  MARCH 24 ,  2020

As a 16-year-old climate activist and organizer, Isabella Fallahi earned
the right to attend the United Nations Youth Climate Summit and
appeared alongside Greta Thunberg speaking before 300,000 people
on how the climate crisis is affecting her own health, and everyone’s
future. She is Director of Communications for Zero Hour, a national
youth-led organization; a leader in both Indiana and the US on initiating
student led strikes calling attention to a crisis many youth believe is
being ignored; and was invited to the COP25 conference in Madrid as a
youth leader and speaker.

Jake Hawes is a PhD student in the School for Environment and
Sustainability at the University of Michigan. He is a member of the
Urban Sustainability Research Group studying the role of food, energy,
and water infrastructure in the design of more resilient, sustainable
cities. His work seeks to integrate the design sciences and sustainability
research, working to understand how the interactions between humans
and the world around us empower or undermine environmental, social,
and economic sustainability.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

Will youth voices make a difference?

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
http://css.umich.edu/person/jason-jake-hawes
https://www.sciencefriday.com/person/isabella-fallahi/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: Wendy Alexandra Vogt

PROGRAM DATE :  APRIL  7 ,  2020

Wendy Vogt is Associate Professor of Anthropology at
Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis. She
received her PhD from the University of Arizona and
her BA from the University of California, Berkeley. Her
work examines the intersections between migration,
violence and human rights in the Americas. Her book,
Lives in Transit: Violence and Intimacy on the Migrant
Journey (2018) published by the University of
California Press, is based on long-term fieldwork with
Central American migrants and humanitarian workers
in Mexico.

Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ed-delaney-334b95b/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://liberalarts.iupui.edu/about/directory/vogt-wendy-a.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


Speaker: John McDonald

PROGRAM DATE :  APRIL  14 ,  2020

John McDonald is the President, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of ClearObject, Indiana’s leading
Internet of Things systems integrator and Inc.
Magazine’s fastest-growing IT Services company in
Indiana for 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. ClearObject is
the winner of the 2016 and 2017 Entrepreneur
Magazine 360, the 2016 and 2017 Deloitte Fast 500 in
Technology, the 2016 and 2017 CRN Next-Gen 250.
 
He authored the IoT book, "Where IoT Is Made" as
well as two history books about Indiana, "Lost
Indianapolis" and "Flameout: The Rise and Fall of
Burger Chef."  John likes to ‘play’ with Legos in his
spare time.

Indiana Interchurch Center
(across the street from Newfields)

*student discounts available

(per person)

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanessa-cruz-nichols-0b405143/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/
https://www.indybigdata.com/john-mcdonald/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-council-on-world-affairs-927937409


The World Affairs Councils of
America is an independent,
nonpartisan organization
dedicated to engaging the
public and leading global
voices to better understand the
world, America's international
role, and the policy choices
that impact our daily lives and
our future.

The Indiana Interchurch Center
is a multi-tenant nonprofit center
that is intended to be “a living
demonstration to the world that it
is possible . . . to have unity
without sacrificing freedom.”
 
Created 1967; and today,
diversity and collaboration
continue to be the core of the
Center’s mission.  The building is
now home to two dozen
organizations representing
several major faith traditions and
various educational,
environmental, and social
service/action groups.

The Foreign Policy Assoc. is a
non-profit organization founded
in 1918 dedicated to inspiring
the American public to learn
more about the world. The FPA
aims to spread global
awareness and understanding
of foreign policy issues.
Published annually by FPA, the
Great Decisions briefing book
highlights eight of the most
thought-provoking foreign
policy challenges facing
Americans today.

G D

www.worldaffairscouncils.org www.indianainterchurch.org www.fpa.org

https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.uindy.edu/
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.fpa.org/
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
http://www.indianainterchurch.org/
https://www.fpa.org/
https://www.indianaworld.org/

